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Aud Torunn Tronerud : - I have the 
same drill rig at the cabin 

Norge Mining has drilled 72 holes on Helleland. One of them is under the cabin of 
Aud Torunn Tronerud. She assures Minister of Trade and Industry Iselin Nybø that 
it's okay. The interests of the community trump a cottage, she says. 

 
Leader of the Trade Association in the Stavanger region, department Dalane Aud 

Torunn Tronerud and Minister of Trade and Industry Iselin Nybø at Helleland. Photo: Arnt 

Olav Klippenberg  
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Norge Mining was to drill 5-6 holes and over a few months in 
Helleland. After three years, they are 14 employees, have drilled 72 
holes and 33,000 meters. They have taken 15,500 samples and spent 
an awful lot of money. The company burns through NOK 12 million a 
month in search of apatite, ilmenite and vanadium in Dalane. The 
values under the ground are estimated from 300 to 1000 billion 
kroner. 

Realists 

It is currently boiling in Rogaland around wind power plants, battery 
factories, new E39 and plans for a landfill in Rekefjord. The 
environmental commitment is significant. This is not the case with the 
mining plans on Helleland. Here it is only a little simmering at most. 

- I have a drill rig right outside the gate to the cabin. I think that is 
excellent. Norge Mining is good with information. In addition, they 
have given us a new track, says Aud Torunn Tronerud. She is the 
leader of the Dalane department of the Business Association in the 
Stavanger region. 

- We are realists. Everyone knows that the area is rich in minerals. We 
have known this "since the dawn of time." NGU has mapped it all 
several years ago. The possibilities are greater than a simple cabin. It's 
all out of our hands. 
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Aud Torunn Tronerud believes this case is bigger than the individual cottage owner. Photo: 

Arnt Olav Klippenberg  

Dot 

Tronerud says that the family has had the cabin for 60 years. They will 
still use it even if there is drilling around them. 

- We are positive. We cannot just think of me, my and mine. Then we 
will not achieve anything. This is a national 
value. Jobs. Development. We cannot sit as a cottage owner on a dot of 
this area and say that we do not want to cooperate. 

Tronerud believes that a mine can mean "an enormous amount" for 
the region, Rogaland and the whole of Norway. 

- Actually Europe. We need these minerals in the green shift. Titania is 
part of the area. We know how important Titania has been for Sokndal 
for 60 years. Imagine if we could extract the minerals here and 
transport them on a short trip to Eigestad or Hetlandsskogen to a 
battery factory. That could give southern Rogaland a real boost. 
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Minister of Trade and Industry Iselin Nybø boasts of the positive cooperation in Dalane 

between those looking for minerals, the municipality and people in the area. Photo: Arnt 

Olav Klippenberg  

Private versus state 

Aud Torunn Tronerud hosts Minister of Trade and Industry Iselin 
Nybø (V). She is on her first visit to the drilling areas on 
Helleland. Here, the Minister of Trade and Industry experiences a 
slightly opposite reality. In other projects, there is often pressure on 
the government to get the state involved. Private companies do not 
want to go all in because the risk is too great. Here, the private 
company Norge Mining has invested several hundred million and takes 
the entire risk itself. The company has board members from Norway, 
the United Kingdom, Switzerland and the Netherlands. 

At the same time, the project has caused political parties to wake up 
abruptly. The project has been a recurring theme at national 
meetings. Arguments that recur are that we must learn from what 
happened when the wind turbines ended up in foreign hands. And we 
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must learn from the oil industry where Norway secured national 
ownership. 

Mayor Odd Stangeland (Labor Party) in Eigersund has long fronted 
such views. 

- I fear that the need for capital will at some point become so great that 
other players get involved who do not think like Norway Mining. 

- Do you think that, for example, China will come in with capital in a few 
years? 

- Yes, I fear that those who then come in, will not leave anything 
locally. 

 
Iselin Nybø thought the drilling areas were larger. This machine is the second largest in use 

on Helleland and drills on a former football field. Photo: Arnt Olav Klippenberg  

Norwegian ownership 

Iseling Nybø (V) knows the arguments. She hears them often. 
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- Most political parties have processes around this at the moment. We 
have the same thing in the Liberal Party. I expect minerals to be a topic 
this fall, regardless of the government. I do not think it is necessarily 
the case that what we did in oil is the right thing for this industry. In 
the Liberal Party, we have pointed out that we should do something 
about taxation so that more ends up locally. 

Nybø says that the Liberal Party wants Norwegian ownership of the 
resources, but not necessarily state. She is also concerned about 
emergency preparedness. These are minerals that Europe needs. 

- It is incredibly exciting what is happening on Helleland. Often when I 
am contacted, it is because someone wants the state to take the risk or 
because there are major conflicts involved. Here locally, it's nice to see 
that the people are positive and try to work together to make this 
happen. At the same time, we know that an open pit can create 
conflicts, she says. 
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